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Beijing rebuff: Australia to 
take part in Malabar 2020 
The four-nation naval 
exercise will be held 
laterthis year 
AlAISHUIlIA 
NewOelhl.190ClOber 

I na rebuff to Beijing. IIfDun tlOIl th il l 
was on the cards as Ch l n~ ;I~ 
tiveness grows. the Ministry of 

Defence (MoD) announced on Monday 
that Australia will participate in the naval 
e,~ercise 'Exercise Malabar', whkh is 
scheduled for November 

HAs India seeks to increase cooperation 
with other countries in the maritime secu­
riry domain and in the light of increased 
defence cooperation with Australia. 
Malabar 2020 will see the participation of 
the Australian Navy" stated the MoD 

In a simultaneous announcement from 
Canberra Australia's MoD stmed: 
"Following an invitation from India. 
Australia will panicipate in Exercise 
Malabar 2020, The exercise wi!J bring 
together four key regional defence part­
ners: India. the US. Japan and Australia.~ 

1 he high'prol"ile naval exercise was 
hosted by rhe US in 2018, off Guam in rhe 
Philippine Sea; and by Japan in 20190ffirs 
own coast. ~[Malabar 20201 is expected to 
be held in the Bay of Bengal and the 
Ambian Sea later this year,~ stated me MoD. 

Malabar usually sees a great deal of 
cross·anachment~ with each navy hosting 
on board meir warships personnel from 
otJler participating navies. The Covid-19 
pandemic. however. will norallowmatthis 
time. ~This year. the exercise has been 
plarllled 011 a 'non,cOTllaL"t at sea' format," 
announct!d the Mol). 

TIle Malabar joint naval exercises began 
in J992asa bilateral training and familiar· 

.. 

isa[ion initiative betwt!en the US and 
Indian navies In lOIS, Japan was invited 
tojoin. making ita trilateral exercise 

Australia has expressed keenness to join 
Malabar for some }'t!afS 111is year. given 
Australia's full partkipation, Malabar2020 
will feature all four members of the 
Quadrilateral (Quad) grouping 

This is unlikely ro be welcomed in 
Beijing_ China has always opposed 
MaIabar'sexpan~ion. and the link between 
Malabar and the Quad Tht! lauer, while 
not a military grouping. has been often 
pitched as a "Concert of Democracies" 
counterpoised to amhorimrian China. 

China's opposition to Malabar was 
evident in 2007. when all four Quad 
members. as well as Singapore. sent naval 
units to that year's Exercise Malabar - so 
far, the higilestnumherofparticipanrs An 
irate Beijing sent a diplomatic demarche 
to all four Quad capitals, enquiring whom 
lheir navies were trdining to fight againsL 

The next year. Malabar 2008 became a 
victim of domestic politics when Australia 
elected Kevin Rudd as prime minister. rhe 

Chinese soldier caught by Army 
in Ladakh; to be returned 
ACorporalofChinesePeople'sUberation 
Armywas apprehended in the Demdmk 
1BC!1l r aH.a&tern LD!1.~ IIJ:!D n M(lml iJ"Y 

II fIf''''I''I.~,,~l'l1j'tdiKI'M.'Ul'' L h"tetlf 
At;t.iL1l(Qnlrtll tcAO, IhlHm;lliln Army 
said_The Chinese soldier has been 
identified as WangYa longand he has 
beenpmvidedv.rithrequiredmedical 
a~ist..an(e including oxygen, food and 
warm dolhes, itsaid. TheArmysaid the 
PlAsoldierwilibereturnedafter 
completion of alllhe formalities P11 

China-friendly leader promptly ended 
further quadrilateral engagemem 

Indian policymakers are nor unani· 
mous about expanding Malabar to include 
all four Quad members Imlia is the only 
member that does not have a defence 
treaty with the US. If China retaliates mili· 
tarily. New Delhi may end up isola[ed, 

Furthermore. India is tJle onlyone that 
has a land boundary with China , and a 
hQ{ly comested one at thaL 

Indian officials. such as PS Raghavan. 
who heads the National Security Advisory 
Board. regard the Quad as "the most high­
profile plurilateraldialogue~ that India par· 
ticipatesin. 

Hit is important to re<:ognise what the 
Quad is and what it is nOL The Quad is not 
astrate"!,'Y: it isasearch for a strategy. based 
on some shared interests. It is not a closed 
club or a starting point of an arc of democ­
raL)'encirclingChina Even lessisitan alIi· 
ance. 111e broad objec[ives of irs partici­
pants are political equilibrium and a 
sustainable security architecture." 
Raghavan wrote last November. 

Future will be shaped by societies that invest in science: PM 
Calling for well-planned 
investments in science and 
innovation. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said the future 
of the world will be shaped by 
societies that invest in these 
areas but collaboration and 
public participation will be 
among the key metrics. 

Hfuture will be shaped by 
societies that invest in scienGe 
and innovation." Modi said in 
his keynote address at [he 
inaugural function of the 
Grand Challenges Annual 
Meeting 1020. 

advance and cannot be done 
in ashon-sighted manner. 

science will never prosper in 
silos. he added 

Modi said these invest­
menrs must be planned well in 

The prime minis[er said 
one needs to invest in science 
and innovation in advance to 
reap benefits at the right time. 
The journey to innovations 
must be shaped by collabo· 
ration. public participation, as 

Modi also said India is wit· 
nessing a decline in daily 
Covid cases and in irs growth 
rate. while the country also has 
one of the highest recovery 
rates of 88 per cent in the 
world PTl 

• FROM PAGE 1 

All quiet atthe 
country's 
exclusive clubs ••. 
The annexe is completely closed. Staff is 
truncated. 

Members are trickling back. but 
lil ~'It! (l ttl )' II fr JI~l lon N11rt [1 1111r.-d ~o 
October last year. The test will be the 
preparations for Christmas and New Year, 
beginning with lIC'ssignatureChristmas 
pudding and cake for which dry fruit is 
set to macerate around November 1. "We 
haven't got any notification yet. whether 
or not we will be making Christmas cake 
this year.~ says a member of the bakery 
staff,forlomly_ 

The Bengal Club in Kolkata. one of 
India's oldest. is, however, de,ermined to 
go ahead with its famed traditional 
Christmas lunch. ~But we will have to wait 
for the government directives on whether 
to do it physically or as a takeaway.~ says 
a club official "The same goes for the New 
Year's Eve.~ At the club, foot pedal-acti­
vated sanitisation machines dot the prem­
ises and extra precaution is being taken 
in the kitchen. For takeaways. a special 
three-layer packaging ensures hygiene. 

~We restarted in phases in line with 
the government circular,· saysAmbarish 
Dasgupta. vice·president. 1 he Bengal 
Club. First, the Oriental Room (the res­
taurant) was reopened, Now the bar, too, 
i~ np!"n ~Mpmhpr~ (";In hnnk rh,. rronm~ 
a:; private dining Gpace. maintaining 

Delhi Gymkhana Club 

social distancing norms, a1 a nominal 
charge.~ says Dasgupta. 

Yet, Kolkata's gentry is mostly giving 
it a go-by_ MFootfal1s are low,- rues 
Dasgupta , That's telling on the club's 
finances. And so, without diluting its 
strict admission criteria, The Bengal Club 
is looking to fast-track membership for 
Yexceptional candidates·, 

Across Kolkat3. clubs are facing a 
revenue crisis. YWe are just trying to keep 
our head above water,· says Ani! R 
Mukerji. chief executive and managing 
member, "rollygunge Club. Popular as the 
'Tolly Club', it too has opened in a stag­
gered manner. with sponing activities 
and open-air food and bevera~e outlets 
fl1nrrirmlll ~Wf' nnw "pf'n ~f'lVf't1f'(p 

Room only on wecl(end~ and again~t pre 

as SUDonu UJIlIlG 

tJuuklug.. Dilly 15-20 pl!uplt! art! 
... llu .... l:u Lu UIILI: ... l d L11111: (d~llL~l 
the capacity 01 60)." says Mukerji. 
Vi:Jit!lllllYcfnllento:!Q 2f. per eenr 
OJ nOtnlalleVelS. 1 
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f~\'~~ ~)I~~ftNi~h/~ ;'~l~l(fr; 
ojl~Ulli,)I_JI .. I[",il Illluull" 1'1,1-
special menus on such evems 
have brought in some revenue. 

In this story of gloom, The 
Chambers at -rhe Taj Mahal 
Palace. Mumbai. offers a silver lin­
ing Occupancy has been steadily 
increasing. says Akshay rripatbi. 
general manager at Indian Hotel 
(lHCL) and in charge of 1 he 
Chambers and Qmin (IHCL's food 
deliveryapp). 

HDuring the lockdown. The 
SOLUTION T_~ 1:13185 ___ Vf,ry him'!: Chambt!rs was shU[. but our busi· 

b J 11 (J 6 . I "'~*** l:~~:·I.:~~'·~~~l~~ti~~.l'~!I~~~:~~~~~m. 
'j is .:. !i J 1 1. R 1 Solution mted delivery of hampers to 
! 1 ;) ~ 12 !!J .J( !!> ~ tomorrow friends and families of members 

"i....c I U ':I> U ~ , J. 

lSI08715" 
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63~jj:.8712 

•• $ 

HUW IU "'LAY ~Grm~ til'l nHTworJ.: of IHr.l;,: 
hotels. including international 
locations. It also ddivered meals 
through Qmin at multiple loca· 
tions across the country simulta· 
neously for large virtual events 
hosted by its members. Unlike 
most premium clubs. The 

Fill in lhegrid so 
lhaleveryrow, 
every column 
and every3x3 
boxconlains 
lhe digits, t09 

Chambers is not restricted to one city 
There are five sueh clubs-two in 
Mumbai and one each in Chennai. Delhi 
and Kolkata. Anorher one opened in 
Dubai last month and two more (one each 
in BengaluTU and London) are in the 
works. 

Back in the national capital. the Delhi 
Golf Club. nestled in the heart of the city, 
stayed open for golfthroughOUL A!; a place 
for socialising. however, it reopened just 
a few weeks ago So far. only 2S to 30 per 
cent of the members have returned. The 
bar. aptly named The Pub and the centre 
of all activity, continues to be shut. And 
until111e Pub resumes business. members 
like military historian Pushpinder Singh 
Chopra feel the Delhi Golf Club will not 
be deemed to have opened fully. 

Audi India head ... 
HFor such low volumes. it's difficult to 
procure the parrs such as an alloy wheel 
locally," he said , 

Such low volumes make i[ unviable 
for the alloy wheel makers to produce 
them locally The luxury carmakers 
should be exemp[ed from such certifi· 
cations. he said. The volume and luxury 
carmakers are treated differently when 
it comes to taxations. so it is only fair 
that regulations are also d iff erent for this 
category. Dhillon added 

'·'1 he luxury ~eJ::ment attracts the 
hiehp~r impon: <Jut)' OIS well as the CST. 
That':J one of the rea:Jon:J why the luxury 
cars accuulll Cur JUSL a pt!r cem ur Lhe 
lUldl ~dll:~ III illuld,"lic Mlu, 

All automakers will have to comply 
WiTh thr. new rf!KlIillfion hm IOf!1I1 IIrm.1 
or Mercedes·jjenz, jjMW, ana AU(l1 Will 
~lIffl'r TI1I' mmt n fl1p1' h1l1P fhp hinllf'vt 
r~rinnfil1ll1!llrrrl n~In Til ... , ... film' 11Wr­
made mUltiple reprc:Jcnttltion:J throu,!!;h 
The lndl1stry horly. ~orlf'ry of IndIan 
1'.ULI.IIIII.ILik MUIIU(ul-lutl-ill. uuJ 1.\11-

seeking more time for implementation. 
These regulations would bring in a 

lot of uncertainty for carmakers. accord­
ing [Q Puneet Gupta. associate director 
at IHS Markit. ~There is node fined long· 
term roadmap and this wil[ create a lot 
of hassle for all. specially for global car­
makers who are surviving on thin vol· 
umes. 1 he hassles will go up and finally 
the global players may start ignoring the 
Indian market." said Gupm. 

While companies clearly understand 
that lhe regulations have a long'[erm 
UUIUl'lJI'U UI 11I1.l!'.lll~ IllUII.l !lull UUlIl 
clent. they should be given sufficient 
time as the models are planned 3 [Q S 
years in advance. according to Dhillon, 
1\,: implflmflming anyrhinr: wirhin roil( 
months to a year is challenging, car­
makers have to ultimately reduce the 
number of models. he argued. 1 he pan­
demic has made [he year tougher for 
lUXury carmakers. prompting ICRA to 
estimate tha[ the segmem could decline 
40 per cent in this financial year. 

POLITICS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 13 

OSBI 
SU .tt" DA"'~ o f' !NOt .... 

CQRPORATECENTRE MUMBAI· 400021 

IIQIIl;E 

A meeting of the Central Board or the Bank will be herd on the 
04'" November 2020 at Mumbai to discuss and approve the 
financial results of the Bank for the quarter and half year ended 
30'" September 2020 The said notice may be ilccessed on the 
website of the Bank at ~ I www.sbi.co.in ilnd the 
websites of the Stock Exchanges at www.nseindia.comilnd 
www.bseindii..com 
1'IfiT;~ 
O.lL., lg·10·2020 
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The Technical Bid Opening date is 400 PM of 05-11-2020 
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All rights of acceplallce and rejection of tender is reserved by SCDCl 
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Regi5t~red Office: 13th Floor, Lodna Exce)us, Apollo Mills Compound N M Joshi Marg. Mahalaxmi., Mumbai 400 011 
(rRDAI Reg No 101 dated 1210 2000) 

Ph: 022·67516666, Fax: 022·67516861, Email: il'1\lestor.service~hdfcJife. com. Website: www.hd1cJife_com 
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